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minds to leave the building until the following
year. The village is usually deserted in the months
of march and april; there are left in it only some
women and children. Those women undertook to
transport all the timbers. The posts and beams are
clumsy and heavy —for one may imagine that the
timbers of a building sixty feet long and twenty-five
wide are not light. It was first proposed to these
carriers to make a road by land, half a league in
length, from the place whence the timbers were to
be taken to the one where we were to build. It was
necessary to fell and cut great trees, in order to make
the passage. When one or two days had been
employed at that task, the snow failed, and the labor
was lost. They had now but one resort—and one,
too, quite difficult and dangerous; this was to throw
the timbers into the water, and convey them by means
of a little brook which passes at the foot of the place
where the village and the chapel now are. They
exposed themselves to the danger of drowning or of
freezing. However, the savage women alone, ani-
mated with the spirit of devotion and with the desire
to have a chapel, did wonders on this occasion. To
begin with, they helped to make the road and to cut
some trees which had fallen into the brook; it was
necessary to go into the water up to the waist, and
remain there a whole day. When the road was
done, they exhorted one another, and divided them-
selves into various bands. The little girls and the
old women carried the lightest pieces by land; the
young women, and those who were not hindered by
pregnancy, went along the brook with poles, to
guide the timbers through the turns; and the most
vigorous, and those who in savage tongue are called
‘“ the good christians,’’—or, in french, ‘‘ the devout



